AGM 2007 : CAPTAIN’S REPORT:
SATURDAY 1st XI 

(Read out by J. Harris on behalf of I. Booth)

It gives me great pleasure to report on a season, though sprinkled with some individual and team brilliance, where perhaps we should be a bit more disappointed than not.  It was a season filled with too many “what ifs”, but a pleasant and successful season nonetheless.  I was again privileged to lead a team of talented cricketers around the various grounds of Dorset and, although we finished mid-table, all of this happy band of cricketers will admit that only two sides were actually better than us.  In fact, the scalps of Dorchester and Sherborne in the return fixtures should’ve been taken without a second glance.  Dorset Premier league cricket should not be an impossible goal, but once again, much work will have to be done to join the clubs we know we can compete against in a higher league.

Our batting, it has to be said, was our greatest asset this year.  I would argue anyone who said another side in our division, and perhaps even several sides from the Premier League, had a better line up than Dyer, Womersley, Booth, Harris, Yerby and Clark.  With solid all-rounders, Dyson, Snee and Cullen, no bowling line up – First or Premium League – should intimidate us.  Our bowling, however, lacked the strike potential it perhaps once had.  Bowling good lines and lengths on the Dorset tracks is the only real way of making 

in-roads given we do not possess an all-out fast strike bowler.  If we can get Dyson and Norman bowling to their full potential, Higham developing further next season, and add in some good medium-pace and spin options, then we can be seen to be a well-balanced cricket side.  The season has produced many more highlights than lowlights.  Once he’d got the knack of a ball only bouncing knee high, Dave Dyer regularly terrorised many opposition bowlers with his aggressive and awe-inspiring batsmanship.  His slow left-armers also left many a good batsman looking silly!  Dave’s fielding was also on a level above us all.  A fine season all round.  

Our eerily quite antipodean friend, Dave Womersley, was the perfect foil for Dyer, but still scored at just under a run-a-ball, and their partnership against Weymouth left spectators and opposition alike with their jaws on the floor.  When these two were batting, no one else really wanted a chance: it was preferable to simply watch and enjoy!  Paul Higham came on leaps and bounds and I consider him not only to be the most improved player in the side, but also the player most likely to make a name for himself in Dorset cricket in the next few years.  He is quick to learn and often bowled at the death where no one, least him, knew where the ball was going.  In a season that can only be considered a “baptism of fire” he came out with flying colours and I heartily congratulate him on a fine first full senior season.  Simon Dyson was sorely missed for most of the season, and we only had the privilege of watching him at his best but twice: his cracking half-century against Weymouth away and his fiery-fast, fists-banging-on-chest spell against Bournemouth at home.   Thrilling stuff indeed!

James Harris once again ably assisted me in his capacity as vice-captain.  James will admit that this was not his finest season with the bat, but cricket is a team sport and the encouragement he unfalteringly offered on and off the field, his passion to succeed and his commitment to Swanage Cricket Club was always much appreciated.  Although these factors cannot be summed up on an averages sheet, their significance was nonetheless always felt.  There were many others who played a pivotal role in a solid, happy season.  To all players not mentioned above, your presence and commitment were not unnoticed.  My unreserved thanks go to you all.   Significant thanks must be given to Andy Avery for all his help as team secretary as well as Zoe Avery who scored for us all season, only missing games where she was writing her A-levels.  These backroom individuals play as important a role as those on the field and I cannot express my gratitude enough.

Just before I conclude I must add that is was a very sad day for us all when Guy Watson, the unequivocal “Doc”, and Anton “Chipper” Howse announced their retirement from playing cricket for Swanage Cricket Club.    Doc will be sorely missed as an integral player, with bat and ball, as well as in the pub afterwards.  I do hope he will be back soon, pint in hand, helping us with sledging from the other side of the boundary fence.  Who else can I throw a ball to now to “burgle us a wicket”?  I daresay James Harris’ hand is up right now!  Anton, more often the quiet one of the two retirees, has served this Club with integrity and commitment and his cover drives through midwicket, alas, now a thing of the past, will be fondly remembered.  I am sure I speak on behalf of many former players and captains in thanking Doc and Chipper for all their years given to Swanage Cricket Club – you will always be conspicuous in your on-field absence.  To conclude, and without wanting to appear political, I do hope the proposed rules are not accepted and we can concentrate on what we are really here for and that is playing and enjoying our cricket. I wish all the teams at Swanage Cricket Club the very best for a happy and successful 2007 season.  May it be one of the best!

Ian Booth

Saturday 1st XI Captain
SUNDAY 1st XI 

(Presented by T. Edgar)

The season started well with a sound 8 wicket victory at Days Park against old rivals Cheselbourne. This was followed by a frustrating 26 run defeat at Winton, a game which in retrospect, profoundly effected final league positions.  Roger Wilcox’s 4 for 16 was the top performance of the day, but the most significant statistic turned out to be the 28 wides conceded by the Swanage bowlers. That was followed by another poor performance, losing at home to an average Portland side by just 13 runs.  At this point the Swanage side began to take shape, a strong batting side was in place for the visit to Wimborne. Swanage scored 217, the feature being an 88 run opening partnership between Mike Nash and Dave Wormesley. The home side were dismissed for just 74, Gareth Cullen taking 4 for 14. Visited next by Parley 2nds, the game was won for Swanage by the emerging Ricky King who showed his great potential with an innings saving 37, batting at Number 9, and then 3 for 33. He bowled the visitors out in tandem with Paul Higham who bowled magnificently taking 6 for 17. Swanage’s settled side then won the next game, Gareth Cullen and Nick Bishop sharing a 100 run partnership against Lychett, Edgar, Higham and Dan White all taking 3 wickets in the 44 run victory. At Cheselbourne the Swanage batsmen ran amok, especially Ian Perry who blazed a rapid 118 not out to help compile a record total of 338, the home side were then dismissed for just 104.

The crucial next game against top of the table Winton confirmed Swanages push for promotion. Winton were bowled out for just 130, but Swanage stuttered to 81 for 5 in reply. Tim Edgar then took 20 off one over by the young leg spinner May to set up a 4 wicket victory. At this point three sides, Winton, Corfe Mullen and Swanage were within a few points at the top of the table. The very settled Swanage side then won their next 5 games easily. The batting was at a level well above this league. Against Portland the strong opening partnership of Mike Nash and Dave Acklom, a real feature of the season, compiled their first 100 partnership, after Dan White had bowled his spin magnificently taking 5 for 38. Then came Dewlish and another big victory. Strong performances again from numbers 1 to 5, Ashley King top scoring with 48. Then Higham and Ricky King both took 3 wickets apiece. Great batting again crushed Wimborne, an 8 wicket win for Swanage, Gareth Cullen the pick of the batsmen with a confident, classy 76 not out. Then came a 9 wicket victory against Parley, Ron Barker destroying the home team taking 4 for 7. David Acklom continued his exceptional run of form with 85 not out.

It was clear at this point that promotion was a real possibility for Swanage, and the next resounding victory against fourth place Lytchett confirmed this. Nash and Acklom posted another 100 opening partnership, Acklom going on to score a brilliant century. Higham and White then took 3 wickets each to set up the 134 run victory.  The season was then set up for a magnificent climax, Swanage’s last game against second place Corfe Mullen a promotion decider. Swanage batted first, Acklom batted magnificently again top scoring with 67, unfortunately the consistent Swanage middle order failed to support him and 176 never really looked enough, especially with a Swanage bowling attack which lacked Paul Higham, their strike bowler and most consistent wicket taker. Corfe Mullen reached their target in the 43rd over, for the loss of 6 wickets, a fittingly competitive, if disappointing end to a truly great season.

Swanage finished 3rd , just 7 points behind second place Corfe Mullen, but a staggering 64 points ahead of 4th place Lychett. In any other season this points tally would have easily secured promotion, and if the same squad is available next season, the chances of moving back into Division 3 must be very high. In their final 11 games, only 15 players were used, this team stability obviously a major factor in the teams success.

The season saw the emergence of several impressive youngsters into the higher league, Paul Higham, Ricky King and Dan White all contributed consistently. Many players acknowledged this season as one of their most enjoyable, and wished to identify the captain Ron Barker as a key contributor to this. His shrewd captaincy and terrific sense of humour were just such important factors in Swanage’s great season as were the consistent performances of key players, too many to mention individually.

Tim Edgar

Sunday 1st XI Vice-Captain
SUNDAY 2nd XI 

(Presented by A. Avery)

We had a very successful and rewarding season winning 11 matches losing 6 and having 1 rained off.  We finished fifth in the league; there was only 0.5 points between second place and us.  Personally I think one of the highlights of the season was our win away at Fovant, which was the only game the League Champions lost all season.  Swanage batted first and made 165 all out with Andy Avery top scorer with 42, he then removed their top 5 batsmen and had figures of 10 overs 29 runs and 5 wickets.  Chris Carpenter then removed their last 5 batsmen and had figures of 5 overs 4 runs and 5 wickets.  In Division 7 our main aim is to try and introduce some of our talented youngsters to adult cricket.  There have been some notable contributions from some of them including Ben Baczala at 14 years of age scoring 115 not out away at Portland and Pete Barker’s first century for Swanage at home against Ibberton.  Chris Carpenter had another very good season with the ball.  For me the two who consistently stood out above the rest were Lewis Kirby who at the age of 14 was outstanding as wicket keeper and Toby Avery who was outstanding with both bat and ball, and our player of the season.  I would also like to mention that we wouldn’t have won half the games without the contributions from the older generation of Pete Dyer, Terry White, Andy Avery, Mike Wells and Peter Clark.  I would like to thank all of these players for their help and support they have given the youngsters and me throughout the season.  I would also like to say a big thank you to Peter Clark who if you didn’t know is retiring from playing.  Peter has played at all levels of the game for Swanage and has been an invaluable member of my team this year, Peter will be sorely missed and there will always be a place for him in my side if he should change his mind.

Andy Avery

Sunday 2nd XI Captain

The Chairman then thanked all the Captains and Vice-Captains for their hard work throughout the season and especially to Andy Avery for getting teams every week.  It was encouraging to see so many young players coming through into the senior sides and in attendance at the AGM.

